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Synopsis

It was crazy. It was unthinkable. It was the adventure of a lifetime.When Don and Dana Starkell left
Winnipeg in a tiny three-seater canoe, they had no idea of the dangers that lay ahead. Two years
and 12,180 miles later, father and son had each paddled nearly twenty million strokes, slept on
beaches, in jungles and fields, dined on tapir, shark, and heaps of roasted ants.They encountered
piranhas, wild pigs, and hungry alligators. They were arrested, shot at, taken for spies and drug
smugglers, and set upon by pirates. They had lived through terrifying hurricanes, food poisoning,
and near starvation. And at the same time they had set a record for a thrilling, unforgettable voyage
of discovery and old-fashioned adventure."Courageous . . . Exciting and always immediate." -- The

New York Times Book ReviewFrom the Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

| started reading this book with high expectations based on the other reviews posted here and Don
Starkell’s reputation as an outstanding adventurer. | was disappointed in both the book and the
author. In fact, many stretches of this book left me completely dumbfounded, unable to believe that
this is not a comedy.For example, | thought it was a funny idea of Don Starkell to paddle into the
center of the Colombian drug trade while displaying big US Coast Guard decals on his canoe. Even
funnier was that he started wondering why that made people slightly suspicious and they
subsequently intended to kill him. It was a bit repetitious, though. | guess after he unsuccessfully
tried to get himself killed by paddling into Honduras and Nicaragua at a time of political unrest, he

probably thought that this could be accomplished in Columbia.Completely immune to reason, this



"world class paddler" obviously thinks that safety gear such as personal floatation is only for whimps
and just keeps relying entirely on his luck to be rescued, e.g. after capsizing and being swept out to
sea in a turbulent river mouth. Much to his surprise, the next river mouth is just as turbulent and he
faces similar problems on the next, and the next, and the next...One particularly hilarious moment
ensues when Don Starkell harasses a 20ft, 300 pound Anaconda for kicks, which he mistakenly
believes to be a Boa Constrictor, falsely relying on the water-avoiding behaviour of the "Boa" for
protection. Or, imagine Don Starkell’s surprise after entering Brazil, where sometimes he was able
to understand the Brazilians with the Spanish he learned along his trip, but more often than not, it

appeared to him "as if they were speaking an entirely different language".
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